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Lands Department:

Legiglatihe Council,
Wednesday, 9th December, 1903.

Pase.
Motions : Lands Department, Commiesioner to be
independent
Rabhit-proof Fence, to stop ‘work
Bills: Trnmwnys Act Amendment, first rendmg 2584
Kalgoorlie Tramways, ﬁhud.raadm
Redistribution of seats, Reoommn.tal re} rted 2586
Victoris Park Ratas Vu.hdnhon, seson
ing, in Committee, reported ..
Uuwmlttay Endowment, Assembly s Amend-
men
Fertilisers and Feedmg Btuifs Act Amend
ment, Assembly’'s Amendments
Lunacy, Assembly 8 Amendments T
Privote Bills : Fremantle Tramwayn, first rending , 2584
EKatanning Electric Lighting and Power, third "

rending
Land Act A.menrlment (Snlvutlon Army),

second reading, in Committee, reported ... 2501

Tre PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY ; By-laws
of Cue and Yilgarn Roads Boards.
Ordered, to lie on the table.

MOTION—LANDS DEPARTMENT, COM-
MISSIONER TO BE INDEPENDENT.

Hown. C. A. PIESSE (South-East)
moved :—
~_ That, in the opinion of this House, the Lands

Departient of this State should, as far as
possible, be remnved from political control,
and that this object can (without any reflec-
tion on the present Ministerial head) be best
achieved by the appointment of a Commis-
sioner as permanent head.
He said: As I follow very closely the
interests of land settlement in this State,
anything that retards that settlement at
once engages wy attention. During the
last three years matters in the Tands
Departineot have not been what the
country desires, and thereason is not far
to seek. If mewbers will go back in
their minds to the time when Mr, Rich-
ardson was Minister for Lands and to
the following period when Mr. Throssell
was in office, they will see that in these
two gentlemen we had the practical
element required in connection with the
successful management of the Lands
Departnent, This successful
lasted from soon after the granting of
Besponsible Government until abouk
three years ago, when a change in the
Government "necessitated the appoint- |
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ment of a new Minister for Lands.

- From that time till now we have had no

less than five Ministers for Lands. In

- the first place we had Mr. Moran, and

i |
% |
@ |

period -

then Mr. Sommers, then Mr. Nauvson,
then Dr. Jameson, and now Mr. Hop-
kins. T do not desire to say any word
that may be thought disrespectful of any
of these gentlemen; and I simply state
that they all did their best according to
the best of their lights. We should not
expect much more from any one of them
on account of their lack of experience in
agriculture and cultivation generully; but
the result is that to-day affairs in connec-
tion with the lands policy of this State
and the settlement of land are mot in
such u state as they should be. I am
prepured to admit those gentlemen have
done their very best, but in each instance,
and more especially in the cases of Dr.
Jameson and Mr. Hopkins, these gentle-
men have bad to acquire experience
before they could take up the manage-
ment of the department. I do not wish
to say they are not as able as others; I
simply say they have done their best—
and I may suy that especially with regard
to Mr. Hopkins-—to fill the position as it
shouh'l be ftilled. However, they lacked
experience. This is a big earning de-
partment receiving considerable revenue
from the sale of lands, and if we
look aé the matter from a business point
of view, ull must admit that to bave con-
stant changes of managers, as it were,
must retard the good work the depart-
ment would otherwise do nader a per-
wanent head, instead of having so many
cha.nges—ﬁve Ministers in three years.
These Ministers in each instance have
felt it incumbent upon them to introduce
ideas of their own, and naturally they
have influenced the officers of the depart-
ment in that direction. It is only right
that they should do so; but when we come
to consider that these gentlemen huve
taken up these positions without any
previous experience, 1 maintain 1t 18
unfair to the country to ask them to
conduct the management, of the depart-
nment as we do. 'We should have a per-
manent head, some one like the Com-
missioner of Railways or the Collector
of Customs. If we had laws well laid
down and defined, and without the lati-

. tude allowed in our present laws—-for we

have laws which are being twisted
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according to the views of the Minister in
charge of the deparlment in all manner
of shapes—there would be no difficulty in
fixing a head for that department to
carry them out, and we would have no
radical changes unless Parlinment de-
sired it. A Minister for Lands would
atill exist to be the mouthpiece of the
department, but it is necessary that a
permaanent head should as far as possible
be appuinted. Itis only buman nature
after all, and ¥ do not wish to say this
sort of thing does exist in the Lands
Department, that BMinisters will be
swayed by the fact that officers in their
depurtment are electors. Numbers of
clerks in the Lands Department are
electors in the Premier’s district. Sup-
posing some of these men are incom-
petent. Look at the difficult pesition in
which we place the Minister, Should he
insist on putting his foot down and dis-
missing a man, it was within reason that
political influence could be brought to
bear.

Tee Coroniar Secrerary: Do you
think he would be swayed ?

How. C. A. PIESSE : I do not.

Tue CoLoNTAL SECRETARY : Thep why
mention it ¢

How. C. A. PIESSE: I am only
showing the difficulty in which we place
the Minister. It is only an honorary
position. T consider the pay nothing in
proportion to the responsibility; and I
think it is unfair to ask any man to take
up a position like this, unless under him
there is a manager like the Commissioner
of Railways, who could say whether a
man was to be dismisscd and would
accept the responsibility. This would
make the position more simple for any
member of Parliament who would devote
his services to the office. T do not say
that there are officers in that departiment
who should be dismissed. By experience
of the Lands Department is that the
officers there are all very good hard
working fellows, who work day and night;
but it is buman nature that political
influence should take place. Why should
the political head be saddled with the
dismissal of men? I maintain that the
permanent head should be saddled with
that responsibility, and with the respon-
gibility of cutting out any drones that
may exist in the office. I need not

labour this matter much farther, but
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~would like to ploint out that it is unfair

to the departmeat itself and unfair to
the officers to have so many changes in
the head of the department—five Minis-
ters haviag been in office during three
years. The hon. member knows very
well as a business man that it is a very
bud thing to be changing managers every
six months. We all know responsibility
is thrown upon their shoulders.

Hox. J. W. Haceerr: What powers
would you give the Commissioner?

Hon. C. H. PIESSE: This matter
has bees in my mind for a considerable
time, but I am not prepared to lay down
any fixed scheme. I think something

~ should be doue in justice to the gentle-

mun who oceupies the position. Consider
the amount of work thrown on the hands
of the Minister. It is not fair that this
should be done, but altngether wrong.
There should be u responsible head, who
should hold his position no matier what
Government was in power.

Hon. G. Ravpern: There should be
a continuous policy, is that it ?

How. C. A. PIESSE: A continuous
policy.

S E. H. Wirresoom: Supposing
it were a bad oue ?

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: Let Parliament
alter it.

Sig E. H Wirrenvoom: You could
net move it.

How. C. A. PIESBE: There would
be no trouble about that. We lay down
the laws and we nust have o permanent
head to carry them ont. I think members
must agree that thereis something in the
contention that there should be a per-
manent head, and that the Minister for
Lands should not have thrown upon bis
shoulders the responsibility he has at
present. It is altogether wrong. This
18 a big concern and Ministers should not
be asked to take up with that class of

work,

How. . Raspein: Would you
relieve the Minister of every responsi-
bility ?

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: T would relieve
him of a great deal, and allow him to
contro]l matters of policy. I trust mem-
bers will give this wmatter a little con-
sideratlon.

Tag COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) : This, I think Tam
justified in saying, is a peculiar motion,



9

Lands Department ;

and its peculiarity is added to by the
time of the session at which it is intro-
duced. It is » motion which involves in
the cage of the Lands Department a com-
plete reversal of policy; a motion which
ib my opinion, avnd according to the
lunguage in which the hon. gentlewan
has couched it, strikes at the root of
responsible government; and a motion
which I do not think for a moment the
House would agree to. The hon. mem-
ber said he was quite willing to have it
applied to all departments. Sioce I have
had the honour of being in this Chumber
he has made the Lands Department the
special object of his attention, and he
intends to deal first of all with that
department. Tbe hon. member appears
to have lost sight, in his remarks, of the
fact that there is in the Lands Depart-
went 4 gentleman known as the Under
Secretary of Lande who practically is
fulfilling the functions which it is pro-
posed the commissioner would fulfil in
the future. That being sn, I do not
think that the Under Secretary requires
any more-power than he has at present,
» power gracefully conceded to him by
every one of the five Ministers the hon.
member has enumerated who have been
in possession of that portfolio during the
last few years. The hon. member talks
aboui shifting responsibility. I say if
you shift responsibility, if you make the
Minister merely, to use the hon, member’s
own words, “a mouthpiece” in Parlia-
wment of what is proposed by a commis-
sioner, you will interfere with the status
of the Minister and introduce a dangerous
and most pernicious practice into a
department where it is not required. The
bhon. member is pleased to say in the
wotion that this vbject can be achieved
without any reflection upon the present
Ministerial head. It cerfainly appears
to me that the fact of the proposition
being made is to a certain extent a reflec-
tion on the Ministerial head. [Hown. C.
A. Piesse: No.] The hon. member,
referring to the five Ministers, went on
to say that wone of the five had any
experience. It is true the experience of
some of the Ministers has not been gained
in this State, but I think that, if oue
takes the present holder of that portfolio
and judges him by his action and by his
record, it will be admitted he has proved
he has had experience, and that experience

| must fall through.
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has done him a large amount of good.
With regard to the reorganisation of the
department, I think I may say that the
department is being reurganised and
brought up to date at present at a rate
which was never approached before.
Mr. Hopkins found the department very
much behind in certair particulars, and
the work was a long way behind date;
but with the assistance of the Govern-
meat, who are spending, I forget what it
iz this year, but somewhere about
£20,000 in employing extra assistance
and extra labour, we hope to bring affairs
in the Lands Department as much up
date as possible. The Government do
not begrudge the mofey to do that, and
feel certain that in Mr. Hopkins they
have a man of youth and energy who will
see it is done. I do not believe that the
hon. member, having expressed bhis
opinion, wishes to press the motion to
a division. [Hon. C. A. Pigssk: No; I
do not.]  If he did, T bope the House
would not carry it. I would like to be
plain with him, and to say that at
present the Government have no iuten-
tion to put the procedure advocated into
practice. I can, however, promise him
that as soon as his speech gets into print
I most certainly will bring it uader the
notice of my colleague, the Minister for
Lands, who, T have no doubt, will bring
it under the notice of the Cabinet. I
think the analogy the hon. member drew
between u business concern and a
Ministerial department is wrong. He
alludes to « Minister ag the manager of
a department, aund occupying tbe same
position as the manager of a business;
but I think that the manager is the
permanent head; the Under Secretary,
and the Minister takes the position of a
director. The Minister defines the policy
to be pursned by the department he
administers, of course with the assistauce
and farther direction of Parliament,
wherein he bhas an advantage over the
ordinary company director, unless we
can class Parliament as the share-
bolders in the concern, to whose dictum
those directors have 1o bow. I think
that the analogy was wrong, and as most
of the arguments were based upon that
analogy I am afraid that wany of them
I hope the hon.
member will not proceed with the wotion.

: I am perfectly willing to take the course
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I have indicated to him, that is
bring his arguments under the notice of
the Minister controlling the department,
who so far as I can learn is not very
enthusiastic about them. T will urge
Mr. Hopkins to lay the matter before the
Cabinet at an early date. Perhaps if the
hon. member had brought the motion
before the Chamber earlier in the session
un agreement might have been arrived at
in time to communicate it to Parlinment,
but [ do not think that will be the case
in the present instance.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (in reply us
mover): I would like to say to the hon.
gentleman that I have no desire to push
this motion, for T merely wunted an
expression of opiunion. I Dbrought this
forward in good faith, and have said
what I weant to say. I do not wish tu
cast any reflection. I recognise that in
the present holder of the portfulio we
have an energetic and deserving Minister,
and I think it is a shame that he should
be hampered to the extent he is. T know
he is hampered in that office, the depart-
ment being a tremendous one.

Question put and negatived.

TRAMWAYS ACT AMENDMENT RBILL.

Received from the Tegislative Assen-
bly, and read a first time.

FREMANTLE TRAMWAYS BILL
(PrrvaTE).
Received from the Legislative Assewm-
bly, and, on motion by How. R. Lavsts,
read a first time.

MOTION—RABBIT-PROOF FENCE, TO
STOP WORK.

Debate resumed from the previous day,
on the motion by Hown. C. E. DEMPSTER
to stop the work and to assist settfers to
fence their holdings with wire netting.

Tare COLONTAL SECRETARY
(Hon. Walter Kingsmill}: It is not my
intention to support the niotion. The
action taken Dby the Government in
respect to minimising as far us possible
the evil effects which would be caused by

¢
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to

ap incursion of rabbits has been taken -

after mature consideration, after con-
sideration which T think members will
agree with me has been, on the part, if
not of this Government, at all events a
previous Government, a little premature.

~(

to stop Work. N

They have been talking about the subject
since 1897, and when at last we are
dealing with it at high pressure I think
the remarks of the hon. member as
expressed in his motion are scarcely
generous. Now, with the regard te the
pelicy that is pursued of erecting a fence,
to which principally the hon. member
objects, I may say the Government bave
been guided by all the expert advice they
could obtain from the Eastern States,
which advice I presume would be at least
as valnable us the opinions expressed by
the hon. mewber in his idea of keeping
the rabbits ont by fencing. For my own
part, T have seen g great deal of rabbit
country and a great many rabbits from
my exrly vouth, and my experience has
been that, while it is very difficalt indeed
to stop rabbits from coming in in any
way whatever, the best way to stop them
is by fencing, for the reagon that, instead
of having to deal with the rabbits in
battalions, we deal with them by means
of fences in detail—we are able at all
events my means of a fence to get that
advantage. The experience of the hon.
member who speaks apainst fencing is
not borne out by those gentlemen con-
sulted personally and by letter by the
present Minister for Lands and other
Ministers for Lands before fencing was
finally decided on. It is the intention of
the Government not alone to push on as
quickly as possible with the first line of
fence, but to erect a second line as
quickly as possible, and we feel that,
altbough the expense is large, the result
to this State is of such immense valuve
that the money spent in keeping out this
pest, which has devastated the pastoral
lands of Eastern Australia, must be
money well spent. I feel satisfied that
the measurcs being taken by the Gov-
eroment are the best possible mea-
sures. They have Dbeen tuken after
consideration that has been almost too
mature, backed up by the experience of
gentlemen of lurge and varied experience
i this direction whom the Govermment
have consulted. There is another
important mutter in regard to which this
motion deals. Tt says in the latter part
of the motion, “ and m lien thereof that
every assistance should be afforded to
settlers to efficiently fence in their hold-
ings with wire netting when and wherever
it may be necessary to prevent the
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invasion of these pests.” The inference
is that the Government are not rendering
every agsistance to settlers to fence in
their holdings. I thought Mr. Dempster
ought to be one of the last to use that
argament.

Hown. C. E. Dempsrer: Quite right.
I meant te convey that, if swch an
enormons amount of money was not spent
on the present fence, the Guvernment
would have more to spend in other direc-
tions.

Tree COLONTAL SECRETARY: So
far the Glovernment have unot felt the
pinch of poverty in the direction indi-
cated, nor is it thought they will be
likely to do s0. I do not think that any
expense with this object, and with such a
reasonable chance of carrying out the
objéct, can be classed as wasteful ; and so
long as it is not wasteful, members in
both Houses will not object to kceping
this great pest out of Western Australia
as much as possible. All arrangements
ave made whereby settlers can obtain wire
netting for the purpose of fencing in
their boldings on terms which I think are
extremely generous and extremely liberal.
I have here certain regulations under
which this wire can be obtained. I will
suramarise them. In the first place, in
regard to terms the man who applies for
the netting gets in on 20 years’ terms.
Can the Government make more liberal
conditions than that? Arrangemenis
are being made whereby it is hoped that
the carriage of netting to whatever part
it is to be supplied at will be materially
decreased to the people who wish to erect
a fence. There again is an instance
where the Government are straining every
nerve to assiet the industry. Again, it
is proposed to check any wasteful ex-
penditure by providing that an inspector
shall examine the land that is to be
fenced. Looking at this individual
fencing as a substitute for the erection
of a barrier fence, while this system of
individual fencing is extremely satis-
factory to the person who puts up the
fence, it is extremely bad for those per-
sons who come along and wish afterwards
to take up lands wiucn are unoccupied at
the time this individual fencing is put
up. The hon. member may not be
aware of the fact, but I may tell him that
country which is eaten out by rabbits
takes a long time to recover. Rabbits
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geem to have almost a poisonous agency
with which they devastate land. There-
fore we would render useless all the
counntry not fenced in, an argument which
memnbers should study well before they
decide to suppott the motion of the hon.
member. It means that we save some
holdings at the e¢xpens¢ of praetically
stopping settlement, [Hon. W. Marey:
No.] My reason for saying so is the
personal experience I have had in the
north-east of South Australia, a part
with which I think the hon. member is
well acquainted. I think this is an
argoment which could be well and
legitimately used for the necessity of
having both barrier fencing and indi-
vidual fencing. The Government have
used every effort to emable both
schemes to be carried out, and I think
that is a reasonable attitude to take up.
I do not think that at this some-
what late hour wotions of this sort,
calculated if carried to somewhat
embarrass the operations of the Govern-
ment, should be passed by Parliament.
With regard to the suggestion of Mr.
Bellingham for simultanecusly carrying
out surveying and fencing, I am informed
by the Minister for Lands that this is
being done by giving the surveyors a
start of a few miles on the people putting
up the fence. It is thus possible—and I
believe it can be done—to carry out
survey work and the construction of the
fence at the same time. The Govern-
ment realise to the fullest extent the
gravity of the’ situation, and they are
making every effort to bave fencing of
bath kinds —that advocated by the hon.
member and the barrier fences, which
are part of their policy—ecarried out as
expeditiously and successfully as pos-
sible,

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER (in reply as
mover): The Colonial Secretury has put
rather a different conmstruction on my
motion from that which I would wish
him to entertain. I had reason to believe
there was cause for moving in the matter,
and that the Government would be
willing to bave an expression from this
House. T act on the opinions given fo
me by those who have had great experi-
ence with rabbits in the Eastern States.

Tae PrestpENt: The hon. member
must not go into any fresh su'bject.. He
may reply to objections raised.
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How. C. E. DEMPSTER : I think this
all deals with objections raised, and I l
think that in all fairness I may be |
allowed a little latitude. '

Tue PrEsipENt: The hon. member |
cannot make a second speech.

Hox. C. BE. DEMPSTER: [ did not |
intend to rveflect onm the Government |
at all, and I 4m sure they have been anxious |
to do all they can in the interests of the
State. The firm of Dempster Brothers
applied to the Government for assistance,
and were assisted with material in every
possible way; and as one of the firm I
cannot say anything against the Govern-
ment in that matter. However. I thought
the Government would be glad to have
un expression from this House, and T |
think there are very many reasons why
those who have the interests of the State
at heart should express simlar opinions
to mine. I did not think the Glovern-
ment would be hurt and injured in any
way. The matter of constructing a fence |
from the south coast to the north coast |
is not the simple thing many people think
it is. We have to take into consideration |
the state of the country through which it |
passes, and the enormous extent of it i
which is walerless. I do not suppose in
the whole district there is & permanent
water supply or a water supply that
would last 12 months. It is a most diffi-
cult and costly undertaking, and the
rabbits are already in mmany cases on this
side of the portion of the fence so far
constructed. In that case I think it
would be well o hesitate before spending
any farther money in that direction.

MEeuBER : They are at Northam now.

Howr. C. E. DEMPSTER: 1 believe
they are at Northam. T certainly think
I have done right in bringing the matter
forward. The distance which Las already
been covered by the fence is not very
great, and if the expense were stopped and
ussistance rendered to those people who
have pastoral leases and those who have
selections, it would be very desirable.
When a fence is erected around good
grazing ot agricultural land, or a holding
of any kind, it is a permanent fence
and affects the value of the pruperty
for all time. This barrier fence does
not enclose anybody's land. It is
simply a fence to keep any rablits back.
These rabbits are not coming here in
large bodies. I form that opinion from
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the fact that rabbits are already dis-
tributed from Esperance to Mt. Leonora.
They have been seen all through this
district in a number of places, and are
not in one party, bub are distributed all
over the country. True that country is
not much good. There is an enormous
extent of it that is utterly useless, and
will be for many years to come. It is
waterless and subject to drought. We
want to keep the rabbits out of the part
of the State that is more profitable and
will be more profitable in the future.
With a view of obtaining expressions of

' opinion of the members of the House I

put this matter forward, and if T have
been wrong in doing so I give way to the
ruling of the Honse, but I trust members
will not take that view of it. [ wish to
withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

KATANNING ELECURIC LIGHTING AND

POWER BILL (PrIvatr).
Read a third time, on motion by Hon.
G. RarvpeLL, and passed.

KALGOORLIE TRAMWAYS BILi.
Read a third time, and passed.

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS BILL.
RECUMMITTAL.

On motion by the Cononran Secre-
TarY, Bill recommitted for umendments

. and new clause.

Clause 2—Electoral Provinces, First
Schedule:

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
amendments on the Notice Paper, if
accepted, would render the Bill absolutely
self-contained, and not dependent on the
Constitution Act Amendment Bill now
before the Committee. By the Constitu-
tion Act Amendment Bill it was provided
that the Constitution Acts Awmendment
Act of 1899 was repealed. If anything
were to happen to the Constitution Act
Amendment Bill now before the House
—which he was sure all devoutly boped
would not be the case—we should be in
the awkward position of having a redis.
tribution in the existing Act of 1899
which bad not been repealed. It was
therefore proposed fo insert at the be-
ginning of Clause 2 of this Bill “ Not-
withstanding anything contained in ‘Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act, 1839, to
the contrary,” and to strike out * under
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* The Constitution Act Amendment Act,

1903’ ” He moved the first of these
amendments,

How. J. W. HACKETT saw no objec-
tion to the amendment,

Amendment passed. .

Tae COLONJAL SECRETARY
farther moved that the words ‘“under
the Constitution Aci Amendment Act,
1903 ” be struck out.

Amendment passed,

Ciause 3—Electoral Districts, Second
Schedule :

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that after * Assembly ” the follow-
ing be inserted as the beginning of a
clause to stand as Clavse 4:—* Notwith-
standing anything contained in the ‘Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act, 1899°";
also that the words * Until otherwise
determined by Parliament ” be transposed
to follow the word *‘shall,”” in line 3.
This amendment would have the effect
of splitting up the present Clause 3 into
two clauses, and it dealt with two different
subjects, again emphasising the discon-
nection of this Bill from the Bill for
amending the Constitution,

Amendment paased.

New Clauge—Amendment to be prssed
by absolute majority of members of
Council and Assembly :

How. J. W. HACKETT moved that
the following be inserted as Clause 3 :—

It shell not be lawful to pregent to the

Governor for His Majesty's assent any Bill to
amend this Act, unless the second and third
readings of such Bill shall have been passed
with the concurrence of an absolufe mejority
of the whole number of the members for the
time being of the Legislative Council and the
Legislativa Assembly reapectively.
It was almost a formal matter, and simply
retained the power the Constitution gave
at present to insist that any Bill that
fundamentally altered the Constitution
should be agreed to by a majority of
both Houses.

Question passed, and the clause inserted
in the Rill.

First Schedule (Provinces)—South-
West:

On motion by Hon. J. W. Hackerr
the word * Swan "’ struck out.

Sounth Province:

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY moved :

That “Boulder, Hannans West, and Ivan-
hoe ” be struck out, and * Menzies” inserted
in lieu,
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Recommittal,

Members would have another opportu-
nity of deciding on this matter after
farther consideration of the point. Great
injustice was done by including these
districts in the South Province, and mem-
bers would have no desire to do anything
but whbat was right aod just. The
strongest objection to the schedule was
that the whole of the voting power on
the Eastern Goldfields  ,was given to
Kalgoorlie and Boulder. Many of the
returns made available to members were
totally unreliable. It would have been
better to obtain from the various registrars
the number of names on the new rolls.

Tae CorLoNisL Secrerary: Not the
Couneil rolls.

How. J. T. GLOWREY: Yes. That
the figures quuted by Mr, Connolly were

‘wrong could be proved by telegrams he

«Hon. J. T. Glowrey) had in his posses.
sion.. He was unable to get the figures
for Hannans West, but he understood
there were 8,500 Assembly voters on the
roll, and that about the same number of
voters resided in the Ivaohoe district.
Both these districts were practically
portions of Kalgoorlie. The proposed
alterations would not affect any province
except the South and the North-East.
The number of Upper House electors in
the Coolgardie district bad increased by
140, while there was a considerable in-
crease in the Mount Burges district. The
select committee did not have all the
information before it, and unfortunately
the two goldfields members appointed on
that select committee were representatives
of Kalgoorlie.

Hown. J. W. Hackerr: That matter
should have been looked after when the
committee was appointed.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY: For tbat
reason be now asked the House to see
that justice was done to the districts on
the Eastern Goldfields outside Kalgoorlie
and Boulder. As the Bill stood now the
gsix goldfields members would practically
represent Kalgoorlie and Boulder, and
places like Southern Cross, Norseman,
Ravensthorpe and Siberia would be dis-
franchised. An exception appeared to
have been made in regard to these
particular provinces. In other provinces
most of the old boundaries were retained,
but in this case a very drastic alteration
was made. He believed a fair com-
promise would be arrived at by the
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exclusion of Boulder, Hannans West and
Ivanhoe districts, and by the inclusion of
Menzies.

- Hon. J. D. Conrvorry: The inclusion
of Menzies would mean an additional
200 voters to the province.

Hown. J. T. GLOWREY : By the hon.
member’s own figures it would be nearly
400. As mining representatives were
equally divided .on ‘the point he asked

other hon. members to give due considera- |
tion to his ¢laim, and he asked members -

of the select committee to believe that
they were perfectly right
against their own recommeondation, thus
giving justice to certain portions of the
Eastern Goldfields.

How. C. SOMMERS: The Committee
should not accept the amendment. This

matter was very fully discussed at -~

previous sitling, and the final division
defeated the proposal by 14 votes to 10.

Hon. J. T. E-Onowxm'z: What about
the first division ?

decided on the casting vote of the Chair-

man, Should the amendment be carried |

it would mean that the South Province
wonld have a total strength of 1,074
Upper House voters, made up as follows :
—~Coolgardie, 441 ; Dundag, 174; Yilgarn,
106 ; and Menzies, on the old boundaries,

which were now altered, 353. Theadjoin- :

ing province would have a total of 3,820,
if the hon. member got his way. The
hon. member had a telegram us to figures,
but he (Mr. Sommers) took it that the
House would dccept the official records.
He did not for a moment think the
House would consent to one mining pro-
vince containing 1,074 voters and another
mining province containing 3,820. Some
members had stayed away from the
House, believing that the question was
settled once and for all.

Hov. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: The
amendment should be carried. The
province as at present constituled was
the original goldficld of the East. A
great deal had been made by the repre-
sentalives of the province adjoining the
South Province with regard to their area.
He and those with him fancied that
province had a large arvea, and they were
willing to take area from it, but what
they complained about was that there
was an endeavour to put into the South

Province one of the two large towns in

[COUNCIL.]

in voting

' than it was to-day.

Recommitial.

that district. It was distinctly unfuir
for districts such as the South Province
to be taxed by having a town which
would considerably ouivote the otber
electors in relation to the Legislative
Council; and the district from Yilgarn
to Coolgardie was sufficiently important
to deserve a province. A large town like
Boulder or Kalgoorlie in the same pro-
vince as Coolgardie or Yilgarn would be
like killing a dog because it was wounded.
Because there was a. mining slump, it was
proposed 1o take from Coolgardie a
representative in the Council. Cool-
gardie and Boulder were different mining
districts, worked with different processes.

- Members of the South Province were

fectly willing to bave a town and
district like Meazies, or if that was not

* according to members’ ideas they would

not wnind going farther worth. The
South Province was growing in population
at the present time, whereus Kalgoorlie

* and the Boulder were at the apex,
Hown. C. SOMMERS: That was a tie -

having the highest pupulation they would
ever get. In the South Province new
fields were vpening every day, and during
the lust six months no less than five dis-

, coveries had been wmade; consequently
. people were looking forward to u
. ingrease in populatisn,

reat
During the last
gix months there had been an increase,
and Southern Cross was never busier
If Coolgardie and
the Boulder were in the same provioce
there would be a continual inclination for
the Boulder people to vote for a Boulder
mwan and for the Coolgardie people to vote
for a Coolgardie man. There probably
would be parochial feeling. Kalgoorlie
and Bonlder were now connected by
tramline and their interests were iden-
tical. To have Coolgardie in the same
provinee as Boulder would be like tacking
Subiaco on to Perth. Doubtless Perth
would overwhelm Eubiaco in a vote as
Kalgoorlie would overwhelm Coolpardie.

Hox. G. BELLINGHAM: It was
understood by him that the Redistribu-
tion of Seats Bill would pot be on a
population basis, but rather on a terri-
torial basis. The interests of Kalgoorlie
and Boulder were bound up together and
they certainly should be in one provinee,
instead of Boulder being in a position to
dominate the votes of the South Pro-
vince. Coulgardie was something like 26
miles from the Boulder, whereas Kal-
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goorlie was connected with the Boulder
by tram, being only a mile or two distant.
It would not be farr for the other towns
in the South Province and a vast extent
of territory in that province to be domi-
nated by the overwhelming vote in the
Boulder. The Sonth Province should
bave a fair vote and fair represen-
tation by wewbers in this House. The
Bill gave the six seats for the Fastern
goldfields $o Kalgoorlie and Boulder.
The House should not regard thes: pro-
vinces on a population basis. TIf a
population basis were adopted we
might have to reconsider the granting
of the ~North Provinee with only 500
voters. It was not fair that the whole
of the Eastern Goldtields should berepre-
sented by members chosen from Kal-
goorlie and Boulder, and this vast extent
of country should not have a centralisa-
tion representative in this House

Hon. 8. J. HAYNES supported the
amendment, because he saw perfectly
well that if Boulder was included in the
South Province the dowinating power
would be the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
votes, as these centres were practically
one. The representatives of the two
cities might differ among themeelves on
some matters, but on provincial matters
they would vote together, and the ountside
centres would be practically submerged
by the strength of the voting power in

[9 Decemsrzr, 1903.]

the two cities. The danger would arise
also that six members would sit in the
House solidly for Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER supported
the amendment. It was unfair that

donderry, Esperance, Ravensthorpe, and
Southern Cross, all very important
localities with great probabilities, should
be dominated by Kalgoorlic and Boulder.
These districts were fairly entitled to
proper representation. .
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more. It was always necessary to have
one dominating centre in a province. At
present Coolgardie dominated the pro-
vince, and the inclusion of Menzies would
make little alteration. As a matter of
fact, by the rearrangewment of the Menzies
electorate only 150 Couneil voters could
be included in the South Province, so
that there would only be 1,030 voters in
that province as agninst nearly 4,000 in
the North-Eust Province. Surely no
separate interests could arise between
Boulder und Coolgardie. He was happy
to say there was no parochial interests on
the goldfields at the present, and where
these parochial interests did ot arise
provinees should be arranged on a popu-
lation basis. On this point the select
committee decided unanimously. It
would not be right w» go back on a
division taken in a full House, otherwise
there would be no finality to any watter.
‘Was the House to consider that a test
vote once taken was a final decision, or
was it going to allow the matter to be
reopened night after night?

Hon. W. T. LOTON: It seemed to
be a question whether Kalgoorlie and
Boulder should reroain one or be separate.
The South Province evidently did not
desire to have one of these towns in its
area because it would be a dominating
power, The arrangement of the provinces
was not altogether on a population basis,
but the select committee considered the
division adopted by the Committee to be
the fairest and most equal in ares and
pepulation. Tt was unfortunate this

. feeling should have arisen between the

How. A. G. JENEINS: This question |

was very fully debated at a previous
gitting in a House of 24 members, |
and although the first division re- i
sulted in a tie, when the other divisions !
were taken thevoting power against the |

e 1 ) l representatives of the two provinees, but
oolgardie, Bonnievale, Burbanks, Ton- ‘

recognising that all the interests on the
goldfields were identical and that the
country would be more equally divided as
to area and population by the scheme of
the select committee, he would still feel
bound ito support the recommendation of
that committee. ’

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: It was some-

' what unfortunate that this division of

proposals of Mr. Glowrey grew stronger |
untit the last division was 14 votes to 10. ’

Surely that was sufficient. Should the
nmendment be now carried its opponents ‘
would have to recommit the Bill once

opinion should arise between wmining
members. A crucial division taken on
this queslion showed that there were
three goldfields members on one side and
three on the other, though he had hoped
we should bave o unanimous vote from
mining members. The sole desire of
agricultural and metropolitan members
was to do what a majority of the mining
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members desired. TUnfortunately there )

was an even division of opinion among
tliose mining members, so other members
must make up their minds on other
grounds. He took a great interest in
the debate, and felt the great strength
and force of the remarks of Mr. Glowrey,
Mr. Bellingham, and others. When the
matter was first presented to the atten-
tion of the select committee he was pene-
trated by the argument that the proposed
division would give Kalgoorlie a province
and Boulder a provinece; but he could not
now accept Mr. Glowrey’s proposal in

its present shape in place of the recom- |

mendation of the select commitiee. Mr,
Glowrey lpra.ctma.llv proposed that a pro-
vince of 1,000 electors should be formed
as against a provioee of 3,000 electors.
The House could not assent to the crea-
tion of such a province.

Hown. G. BELLINGHEAM: The hon. mem-
ber should look at the territories.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: Dominant
importance was not attuched to the ques-
tion of acres.

Hon. J. T. Growrey: What about the
North Province ?

Hoxn. J. W. HACKETT: That prov-
ince was entirely formed to represent the
pastoral industry. In the case of the
goldfields provinces their interestzs were
lenticul, just as the three agricultural
provineces bad identical interests. The
agricultural provinces averaged as nearly
ag postible 1,700 voters each. Tn the
same way we should distribute the elec-
tors in the mining provinces. He would
have desired to have Boulder and Kal-
goorlie form one province, as was done in
the case of Perth with its enormous
electorate of 4,500 voters and the sub-
urban province with 1,000 less; but such
a scheme did not comnend itself to the
Government or to the select committee.
‘We were then driven back upon the pro-
posal made by the select committee. If
Mr. Glowrey could have seen his way
to construet a province out of the out-
lying districts which would have given a
nearer approximation to the number of
electors in the province containing Kal-
goorlie, the hon. member would have had
hisZ3{Dr. Hackett's) vote. Now, how-
ever, he (Dr. Hackett) was prepared to
vote for the recommendation of the select
committee.

[COUNCIL.)

Recommittal.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: All he asked
was that the House should comsider
interests that were identical, and then
make as far as possible an equal Qivision
of votes. If we did whut Mr. Glowrey
desired, one province would have 1,074
voters and the other 3,820. As to area,
the area of the two provinces was about
equal. With regard to discoveries being
made, that argument was as likely to
apply to one mining district as another.

How. W. MALEY: The South Pro-
vince had not had a fair trial. Itsrepre-
sentatives were all young members to
this House and had their spurs to win,
but we had reason to he proud of the
South Province through the way in
which those representatives conducted the
business of their constituents in this
House by debate and in every other par-
ticulur. Now, after three years, the
boundaries of the South Provines were to
be entirely altered, but it had not been
shown that the territory which that old
province comprised had been bhackward
m regard to development. Its energy
had been manifest. Discoveries had
been made, developments had occurred,
and apparently there wasa very bright
future for the province, if it was not
interfered with. It was a wmisfortune
that the select committee made any
alteration in the South Province. It was
also a misfortune that the committee
suggested any alteration of the other
agricultural provinces, seeing that neither
the South.Hastern Province nor the
South Province was represented on the
committee. Apparently the select comn-
mittese were very strong in protect-
ing the interests of those who sat on
the committee, but they did not coo-
pider us they might have dope the
interests of those provinees not repre-
sented, so he dismissed from his mind
the recommendations of the select
committee. He would vote with Mr.
Glowrey.

Hor. G. RANDELL said he would
vote for the recommendation of the
select commitiee, though he had some
sympatbhy wlth members representing
the South Province. We should not be
justified in having one province with,
say, in round mumbers 1,000 voters,
alongside another province, with the
same interests, having 3,500 voters. The
only alternative seemed to him to be for
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Coolgardie to take all there was outside
Ealgoorlie and Boulder, and the imme-
diate surroundings, but that would, of
course strike one as being preposterous,
and we should be having interests which
would be divergent between the South-
East and the North.East. We must
leave out personal considerations, and
endeavour to do the best we could to
make the constituencies and provinces as
equal as possible.

How. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: Members
inthe Southern Province would not mind
the alterations so far as they themselves
were concerned, but they were louking
purely at the injustice done to that
province. As an alternative he would
ask the committee to give the provinre
Menzies and Kanowna. The people on
the Coolgardie fields were pretty old
inhabitants, being men of steady ideas
and not likely to have funcy legislation
or drastic reforms. 'Ihey had always
been steady politicians and ceol in eounsel,
and they deserved better consideration
than they were getting from this House
at the present time. As to the select
committee, it was distinctly unfair to put
two members of the South-Euast Province
on that committee, and leave the South
Province out altogether. He made this
final appeal not to disfranchise, regarding
the Legislutive Council, the old district
that started the name of Western Aus-
tralia as a gold producer, bat to give her
the right of representation which she
fully deserved.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes " 7
Noes 13
Majority against .. B
ATES. Noes.
Hon, 3. Bellingham Hon, E. M. Clarke
Heon. T. F. O. bri Hon. J. D, Connoll

Hon. C. E. ﬁempstar Homn. J. W. Hacket

Hou. J. T. Glowrey Hou. A, G. Jenking
Hon. 5. J. Hayoes Hoo. W. Kingsmill
Hon, W, Maley Hon. R, Lavrie

Hon. J. M. Drew
{Tealler).

Hon. W. T. Loten

Hen. C. A. Pieage

Hon. G. Randell

Hon. J. E, Richardson

Hon., SirGeorge Shenton

Hoa, C. Sommers

Hon.J. A. Thomson
(Teller).

Amendment thus negatived, and the
First Schedule as amended agreed to.

At 6-30, the Craremaw left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

{9 Decemser, 1503.]

|

Salvation Army. 2501

Second Schedunle—Coolgatdie Electoral
District:

Hos. J. T. GLOWREY: Having
desired to amend the boundaries of this
district, he had given notice of an amend-
ment; but seeing the attitude of the
House as displayed by the recent division,
he did not desire to push it.

Amendment not moved.

Bill reported with {urther amendments,
and the report udopted.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(PrivaTs).
SALVATION ARMY SETTLEMENT.
SECOND READING.

Hox. C. SOMMERS (North-East), in
moving the second reading, said: I do
not intend to detain the House at any
great length. I bave been asked by the
leader of the Salvation Army in this
State to lake charge of the Bill which
was introduced - into the Legislative As-
sembly by Mr. Nanson, the late Minister
for Lands. The desire is that the
ground now held by the Salvation Army
n the Collie district shauld be reclassified
by the officers of the Lands Department.
SBomwe vears ago the Army desired to
select 160,000 acres at Collie for the
purpose of forming an oversea colony.
At that time an inducement was held out
to General Booth to establish such a
colony; but some feeling was shown
ugainst the proposal, and the Army were
induced to alter their scheme. General
Booth wus allowed to believe that he
could take up land in this State as an
ordinary selector, but permission to take
up such a large area was refused.
General Booth then applied through
his agents for something like 20,000
acres. Suddenly, however, lunds in
the South-West were reclassified, and
no one was allowed to take up land in the
district other than first-class land. These
Salvation Army people had no knowledge
of the value of the land in the State, and
being anxious, as they had already made
arrangements to establish some sort of
settlement in this State, not to abandon
their idea, they took up 20,000 acres
under 20 different names. A private Bill
was passed to enable the whole of these
lands to be taken up under one name.

Hon. J, A. Tromson: In the name of
General Booth.
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Hox. C. SOMMERS: Yes.
order to establish this colony at Collie.
The only concession made to this denom.
ination was that all the improvements
were allowed to be concentrated on a
small area. Under the Land Act they
should expend not less than £10,000. 1
think up to the present something like

£22,000 has been spent on the land, being .

over double what they were compelled to
spend under the Act. They found, how-
ever, after sowe seven or eight years’
work on this spot, that they had been
very much misled as to the quality of the
land, and that, instead of having first-
class land for which they are paying 10s.
per ucre, the land they have, to say the
very least of it, is second-class land.
The ‘greater portion of it is really third
class, The evidence taken by the select
committee Included that of Mr. Suttor,
of the Salvatien Army, Mr. H. F. John-
ston, Surveyor General, Hon, G. Throssell
and other prominent gentlemen of the
State. Members will see that the amount
of first-cluss land owned by the Salvation
Army is really only 1,000 acres, and in-

stead of this 1,000 acres being in one

block it consists of narrow pieces of land
in the valleys und gullies, so in order to

cultivate 1,006 acres they have to scatter

all over many miles of country, which
makes it very difficult and very expensive
to work. What they desire is that they
should be treated now just as an ordinary
selector is.
is not to benefit one particular mauv, be-
cause General Booth holds the land just
the same as Bishop Gibney bolds land
for the Roman Catholic Church ; he holds
itin trust. The Salvation Army have

spent £22,000 in developing the land, -

they have settled a great number of
people there, the industrial schools are
well conducted, farming operations are
quite up to date in every way, and the
plzce is & good training ground for young
people committed to their charge tnstead
of being sent to guol or to industrial
schools. In every possible way these
people should be encouraged. They made
a very great mistake in relation to the
land, and instead of the Army having to
pay 10s. an acre the Government should
be empowered by this Bill to re-
clagsify the land and then charge them
according to classification. IF the Gov-
emnment officers, after the passing

[COUNCIL.]

It was in !

This is a special case, and it

Land Bill.

of this Bill, classify the land as second.
class or half of it as second-class

. and the other as third-class, the Army

will pay accordingly. Thisis a moderate
request on the part of these people, who
have no personal interest to serve. The
Bill has passed the Legislative Assembly
and has been recommended by a select
committee. In every way it is com-
mended to the House. All that the
Salvation Army ask for is to have a
reclassification, and that they should be
allowed to surrender an area of land not
exceeding 2,000 acres and to take upa
fresh piece some 16 miles away in lieu
thereof. They require this land by way
of exchange, a change of country being
necessary for their stock. Those members
versed in pastoral pursuits know that in
the South-Western district, or in that
part of the country, cattle are apt to
become cripples unless they can geta
change of pasture. The Sulvation Armny
had bitter experience, and if they cannot
get a change of land for 1heir cattle, they
will almost be compelled to give up stock
keeping. From the report of the evidence
of the select committee Mr. Suttor gave a

. brief history of the case, and in his

reply to u question by Mr. Illingworth as
to what momney was spent, he said
% £22,000,” the sum being spent in
this way: “in Dbuildings £10,000, in
stock aund plant £5,000, in cleuring
£2,500, in fencing £2500, and the
remaining £2,000 in sundries.” The
Army only desire that their land shall
be classified by the inspectora of the
Government, and that they shall pay for
it accordingly. It will he seen that the
department sent down Mr. W. W.
Thompson, one of their officers, to inspect
the country, and he reports very un-
favourably on the quality of the land.
The inspector examined it thoroughly,
and in lus evidence he states that he does
not think there is more than 1,000 acres
of good agricultural land in the whole of
the 20,000 acres selected. That means
that they are being charged 10s. an acre
for 20,000 acres, whereas the quantity of
first-class land in the whole area is only
1,000 acres, the rest being second-class
and third-class. In reply to Mr. Burges,
Mr. Suttor states that on the 20,000 acres
they have 500 merino sheep, and about
120 head of cattle. Seeing that the land
hus been enclosed aud subdivided I do
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not think we want inuch greater evidence | a reasonable request?” and Mr. Hopldns

of the poorness of the land, when we find
that is all the stock the land has carried.

Hoxn. C. E. DEMpPaTER: Have the stock
done well ?

Hon. C. SOMMERS: This estate has
been run by quite a practicul and up-to-
date manager, a man whose heart and
soul is in the work, and I think those who
have visited the settlement will agree
with me that it bas been very well run.
They started with 4,000 sheep, but owing
to the poverty of the land the number hus
now dwindled down to 500. Mr. Suttor
stated that they perished in the winter,
and in reply to Mr. Burges as to the

. capacity of our officers o classi;

cattle, he said they were doing better, but |

they got the rickets through eating the
zamin palms. He said that they required

this change of country. The 2,000 acres

it is proposed the Government shall give
are to be granted for the surrender of
2,000 acres out of the 20,000, Mr.
Hopkins, the Minister for Lands, was
exawmined, and he stales he is in accord
with reclassification.” ‘When he is asked
what he thinks of it after n personal
inspection, he says :— ‘

I certainly think there is little if any firat.
class land an the holding It appeared to me

to consist principally of third-class land, and

in many instances very inferior third-class
land. There is one compensating feature in

jarrah, which of course would be taken into con-
sideration. The proposal is simply to ask the
department to do for the Army what we do
for every other selector, that is to ciassify the
lande. The Army have 20,000 acres under a
private Act. Four persone could have applied
for that area ae grazing leases of 5,000 acres
each. Then we wou'd have classified and
have secured it subject to classifieation. In
this instance the whole of the land bas been
classed as first-claes.

Mpr. Illingworth asked Mr. Hopkins:

We bave it in evidence that only about 1,000
acres of it could be called first-class land, and
that is scattered about in pockets. Is that
your experience P—Undoubtedly it is so.
There is no large area to the best of my
belief—-no Iarge cuntinunous area—of first-class
land. It consists principally of pateches and
flat country here and there. I do not know of
anything that would be more convincing to
the committee than that thoy should pny &
visit to the eatate if it can be arranged.

I think in the face of that I need not say
very much more. Mr. Tllingworth asked
Mr. Hopkins: '“Speaking generally, you
consider the request made by the people

replied :—

Certainly I do. There is no objection to it.
Why should we not have the same faith in the
fy this ground
as we have in their ability to classify land
under other applications which ecome before us
every day ?

He was asked :—

Ag Minister, do you think it would be estab-
lishing a precedent which would perhaps
put you or your department in an awkward
position P—Q@Generally speaking, I would not
approve of the reclassification of the con-
ditional purchage landa held within the State.
I think that would be a very foolish step to
take. 'This is a philanthropic institution.
There is a large population now living on the
land a3 a result of its settlement, and several
schoole have heen established.  These are all
reasons which, I think, point to this being
certainly a special case.

He also said that these people took the
land as first-class, and they had put
forth a plen that they were really
ignorant of what the country was.
That no doubt was so, for they would
not have taken up inferior third.class
land as first-class. In reply to Mr.
Illingworth, Mr. Hopkins stated that his
department was satisfied with the im.
provements wade on the land, and that
the Army bhad spent a large sum of
money there. We come to the evidence

' of the Hon. George Throssell, M.L.A.,

some places, the existence of some passable -

in which he states that he thoroughly
approves of this; and he seems very
sorry® indeed for these people. From
personal observation he has not the
slightest doubt that the Salvation Army
made out a good case fur the reclassifica-
tion of the land.

Hon. G. RanpeEri: You do not read
Mr. Throssell's evidence.

How. C. BOMMERS : T would, but it
is rather long. Icommend Mr. Throssell’s
evidence to the House. I marked a
portion. Mr. Throssell was asked by
Mr. Burges:—

Did Mr. Ranford, as Government agent,
show them this land to aelect from in the first
place P— Answer: Yes; he showed them the
land. T can only say that he is an admirable
man, but he is an enthusiast. When I and
Mr. Paterson and the Surveyor General visited
the land we were silent. We had read the

_gushing reporis as to the quality of the land,

and we could only look in each others’ faces
with surprise when we saw much good money
being spent. The Surveyor General looked
into my eyes, and I looked int¢ his, and Mr.
Paterson looked into mine, When we got to
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ourselves wo made exclamations of surprise
that there were such gushing reports on the
quality of the land when such a small propor-
tion of it was really good. Moreover we had
bad some experience, and we knew that we
were not all fools as the new comers made us
out to be, and that the quality of the land
was not there,

That is, briefly, the history of the case,
and I would like to remind members that
this is not the case of an ordinary indi-
vidual applying for classification. These
people were strangeis; they came here,
and I am afraid they were “taken in.”
If we want any greater evidence, we have
culy to look at the fact that out of
4,000 sheep they have now only 500, and
their cattle number about 120. They
have spent £22,000 on the property,
which is more than they wonld be likely
to get for it. They have established
quite o number of families there, and
they have paid the highest ruling wage
in the State for all work they have ever had
done. They have only 1,000 acres of good
land scattered over this large acreage of
country, und its scattered state makes it
very unprofitable for them to manage;
in fact, the speculation is a very dis-
beartening and disastrous one, in what-
ever way one looksat it. T am sure the
Army will have the sympathy of members
in the very fair and equitable demands
they are making, considering that they
are charged 10s. per acre for this land,
und what they want ig that the Govern-
ment should bhe empowered to ampoint
valuntors to inspect the land, reclassify
it, revalue it, and charge them accord-
ingly. I trust the Bill will pass the
second reading.

Hor. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
I second the motion.

Honx. W. MALEY (South - East):
Soine mewmbers, having heard the
remarks which have fallen from WMr.
Sommers, will no doubt be of opinion
that this land which was selected by the
Salvation Army was not classified at the
time of selection. As a matter of fact,
Mr. Harry Frederick Johnston, Surveyor
Geperal, in his examination stated that
the land was classified in 1897. It was
taken up by the Army in 1900, so that

the department was responsible for the

classification, and the Army must have
been aware of the Government classifica-
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with MY, Ranford, who is perhaps the
mozt capable man connected with the
Lands Department, but with the Lands
Department, if the land was classified us
first-class when it should have been
otherwise classified. We are told by
Mr. Harry Frederick Johnston that it
was classified by Mr. Thompson and Mr.
Brazier. With the classification attach-
ing to the lund it strikes me that Mr.
Ranford's duty was merely to introduce
the buyer to the property, to show him
over it, which I believe he did, and if the
purchaser or selector was satisfied with the
property, then I should say the deal ended.
I and others in this State have land we
took up years ago at 10s. an acre, and we
would be glad to exchange it for some of
the good lands we bave since discovered.
I have land for which I paid 15s. per
acre at Geraldton, and I paid as much
for land at Jandakot, at Albany, and in
other parts of the State. It has not yet
occurred to me to bring in a private Bill
to have my land reclassified and ex-
changed.

Tae Peesipent: The hon. member
must nof state personal motives.

Hon. W. MALEY: 1 simply say that
T would not bring in a Bill for this
purpose.

Tae PresipENT: You are rather ex-
ceeding the limits of debate. It is laid
down that no member can bring in
personul feelings on a measure before the
House. You are not speaking as a
mewber of Parliament, but speaking of
yoar own personal motives.

Hown. W. MALEY: There are indi-
viduals in this State who have selected
tand under similar terms, and they have
never come before this House in the way
the Salvation Army, which is practically
a joint stock company, have approached
this House.

Hox. C. Sommers: Do not say that,
The cases are not the same.

Hon. W, MALEY: When the Lands
Department and the Government are
dealing with the public estate, and when
they are dealing with more than ome
individual, they must treat these indi-
viduals as u company. It is not for the
Government to discriminate as to whether
six or seven persons shall be styled a
company, and six or seven other persons

tion ut the time they took the land up. | under some other name, Should a group

It appears that the fault does not rest

of porsons deal with the Government, the
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Government must recognise them as a
company and not as an individual. If
the Army come to this House they
come by virtue of the pos:tmn they
occupy, not as an individual,” but as a
number of persons or a company.
If we are to admit the Salvation Army as
an individual, then we must admit that
all the individuals who have gelected land
during the last 20 or 30 years at 10s. an
acre and are not satisfied with their pur-
chase, ure deserving of the same considera-
tion and the same redress that we would
give to the Sulvation Army or any other
body. Perhaps that word would be more
palatable to the hon, member. I am
satisfied, from what I koow of Mr.
Ranford, that he has not done anything
improper in connection with his dealings
with the army.

How. C. SoMMERS:
had.

Hon. W. MALEY: It my knowledge
of what took place is of any value, not
only did Mr. Ranford go down on that
occasion, but one of the old settlers of
that district went with him and with the
agent for this body, and that person was
asked ull sorts of questions and answered
them to the satisfaction of the agent,
while he was able to show the agent, or
representative of the Salvation Army,
land under actual cultivation so as to
show what could be done with similar
land. Tt has been stated to me as a fact
that the stocking of thut country with
sheep was entirely premature, that no care
was taken to protect the sheep against the
wild dogs that abound in the neighbour-
hood, and that the fences were put upin
an unsafisfactory wmanner and were not
sufficiently closely wired so as to prevent
the sheep from escaping. T am also
assured that pumbers of sheep escaped
from the paddocks, and that numbers
which did not escape were destroyed in
the paddocks hy wild dogs. Ifa religious
body go into a speculation or enter into
the domain of commerce—[Hon. (.
Sommers: It is not a speculation to
benefit themselves]) —we have all high
motives. We are all striving to make
money for other people. I will not for
one moment take away from the Salvation
Army the credit which is due to them,
any more fthan I would take away
from any other body, religious or
otherwise, the good name they enjoy;

No one said he
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but I say that, so far as I have
yet been informed, or so far as it has yet
been proved to my wmind, the Salvation

Army had a very “fair deal, and having

had that fair deal—and they were
satisfled abt the time, but have been
unfortunate—I can only sympathise with
them. Beyond that I cannot go.

How. 8. J. Haynes: They ware not
favoured in any way.

Hon. W. MALEY: Why should they
be? We have the public estate to tuke
charge of. We are the custodians of
the public estate, and we bhave no right
to give a religious hody anything unless
we can get an equivalent in hard cash in
a commercial enterprise. It is our duty
as a Parliament to resist any encroach-
ment on the public estate which is not
ours to give away under these conditions.
Tf special deals are to be made for
religious bodies we would have the place
flooded with religious bodies who would
be only too glad to have the whole of the
estate of Western Australia partitioned
amongst them.

Hown. C. Soumers: They would not
spend £22,000 on 20,000 acres.

How. W. MALEY: Perhaps they
would 1ot be so foolish. But there is no
reasu why we should give these people a
better class of property to make so little
use of. It would be far better to pus it
in the hands of free selectors taking up
small areas. On some occasions mem-
bers say: * Why build up big estates?
‘We want to burst them up and have
small areas;” but on this occasion
members wish us to give preference to
this religious body over the small selector
who comes to the State.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East): I
have much pleasure in supporling this
Bill, and I sincerely trust that members
will agree to it, and that classification
will be given to these people who, with.
out the slightest doubt, are paying too
much for their land. T hope if the Bill
becomes law that this classification will
be a true and just one, and that these
people will get land under the conditions
under which they should be holding it at
present.

Hown. E. M. CLARKE (South-West):
I support this Bill and I cun say
unhesitatingly I am not a champion of
the Salvation Army by any meana. I
locked upon tbis scheme from the very
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first as a sort of a fad; but I contend it |
is the duty of the Government to protect

the sitnple as well as the innocent. I

flatter myself that when I see a bit of

good land I know it, and that when Isee ,
8 bit of rubbish I know it ulso. If this

is what Mr. Ranford or any other agent -
classes as first-class land, I would dearly
like to see third-class land. I have not
seen it yet. These people came here;
the land wuas shown te them; ther were
new to the State, and the bizgest price at |
which the Government were selling land

was asked for it. There was ample .
warranty that it was good land. Tn that
respect, if in no other, these people were
deceived. This land is just between
wind and water, so to speak. It is on
the edge of the better class land, und
between the better class land and the .
timbered land, so that it is neither good
timbered land nor good agricultural land.
1 know the land well. Formerly it was
held by selectors who paid £1 per 1,000
acres per year to run stock on it. It is
first-rate land for stoek when it 18 burnt,
and that is once in three years. Mem-
bers can make what they like of that. I
am not going to say that everything the
Salvation Army did when they went there
was done judiciously, or cleverly, or with
wisdom. They went there and laid out
the money as if it was first-class land,
and as if they were going to make the
settlement asuccess. If it had been good |
land they would have made the place a
success. Major Suttor, the officer in |
charge, was u good man, but he did not

know the quality of the land. He can- .
not be blamed because he did not know |
it. He was simply sent there to make a |
good job of what the Army considered

wag a good bargain from the Government. °
SBome of the land is good for timber—part
nearest to the Collie coalfields, and if itis
exchanged and the Army are allowed .
to take up other land in exchange for
this, the piece of land they would give
up would be of more value for timber
than it is for agricultural purposes. I
can say straight away that I would not
take up thar land at a gift, if I was
compelled to go and make a living by
cultivating it. That is a strong state-
ment ; but concerning land down south I
am a good authority, I have travelled
over this land and say ungquestionably
that it is second-class land, and that the
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worst of it is third-class land. [Hox. C.
SommEers : And bad at that] Some
timber on that land would be of value fo
the Government if exchanged. There
is another way in which we should look
at this watter. Whatever any hon.
member may think of the operations of
the Salvation Army, they are an organisa-
tion known nearly all the world over,
and if the romour will go out that the
Balvation Army were plunked down on
some of the first-class land in the State
of Western Australia and could not make
a do of it, the reputation we should grt
for our State would be something bad.
I will not give the exact English word,
but some hou. member might under.
stand the meaning I intend to convey.
Tt would bhe far more reaching than a
little bit of harm there might possibly
be if we give this concession to them. I
went over the place. The guestion has
been asked as to how much money has
been spent there. I thought they simply
lavished their money in such a way that
they could never get a return for it.
Everything you could imagine has been
done. A sawmill has been erected, and
there is a place for everything, and every-
thing is in its proper place. The only
thing wanting was stock, and that T
believe was absoluely because the place
was not fit to carry it. 1 went through
the imstitution, not through the boys’
school hecause the boys were out on the
farm, but through the girls’ school,
where there are girls from six years of
age upward. The amount of order was
something painful.  Everything was
clean, everything was in its place; but
over and sbhove that, notwithstanding all
the order maintained, these children
looked as healthy and as happy as any
lot of children could be. I was abso-
lutely astonished at the work they did,
and at the comfort they evidently ¢njoyed;

" and I venture to say that was not got up

for the occasion. They did not know we
were going there, but there was some-
thing about the place which enabled one
to see very plainly that this state of
things preveiled all along the line. I
can only suy I believe they were deceived.
It may not have been Mr. Ranford’s
intention to deceive them, but if Mr.
Ranford or any other gentleman classi-
fied that Jand ‘as good land I have not
much opinion of his idea. If that is the
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good land, where is the bad? T have
great pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Bill, and I hope that other
gentlemen, bearing in mind the facts of
the case, will do so, and see justice done
to this organisation.

Hon. Z. LANE (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban): I would like to add just one word
to the remarks which have fallen from
other members. Although I huve not a
retainer from the Salvation Armny, and I
do not agree with many of their methods,
still, although it may be that we are
establishing a precedent, we shall be
doing justice by passing this Bill. I
know the country there, and have seen it,
and I am satisfied the land is not tirst-
class Jand. I have seen the.good work
the Salvation Army are doing in that
district, and although I do not know
much about land myself, still they have
had a very hard, uphill job, and T really
think we should not be doing a wrong in
helping them. Therefore, I shall cer-
tainly support the Bill,

Hon. J. A, THOMSON {Central): 1
wigh to say only a few words. I must
oppose the Bill, because it is not exactly
for a charitable purpose, for it is well
known, or it ought to be, to every
member of this House, that the Salvation
Army property throughout the world is
vested, not in the Salvation Army, but
in General Booth and his heirs and
successors. [Hou. C. Sommers: No.] I
say without fear of contrudiction I am
right. The Salvation Army is not a
proper church, because it isa trading
concern. I know plenty of my con-
stituents who also took up land under
the same terms, because they could not
get it under any better conditions; but
1t is not first-class land, and should never
huve been classified as first.class. They,

too, are anxtous to have their land re-

classified as second or third-class, but the
Minister objects to it. Yet we find there
is a private Bill brought in to enable a
private individual to get his land re-
classified. ¥or that reasom, which I
think ie a good one, I object; but do
not let me be misunderstood at all. I
give full credit to all the individual
workers of the Salvation Army, because
in my opinion they have striven to do their
very best according to their lights. This,
however, is not a question affecting the

individual workers, but of vesting a ,
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certain amount of property in the name
of General Booth and his heirs and
successors,

TaeCOLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
W. Kingsmill): It is my intention to
give this Bill atl the support I am -
capable of. I do not intend to touch
upon the land aspect of the question,
because [ think that when we read the
report of the select committee and see
what experts have said, and when we

_ bear in mind the remarks of Mr. Clarke,

who knows ms much about the land as
most persons in the State, our mwinds
may be set at rest on that peint. I
am going to support the Bill, because
in my position as Colonial Becretary I
am almosi daily face to face with the
work the Salvation Army are doing, not
alone in this place, but throughout the
State. They have been alluded to by the
lust speaker (Mr. Thomson) as a trading
concern, but I should be sorry to think
they are a trading concern.

Hox. J. A. Tromson : They are.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
they are, all I can say is that the vesult
of their trading in this instance is either
a tribute to their bad luck or their want
of intelligence. I do not know about
their lack, but I do not think they have
any want of intelligence. They are not .
a trading company, and I assure Mr.
Thowson and Mr. Maley that when they
can show that any of their constituents
are doing the sawmne disinterested, good
work for the State as the Salvation Army
are doing, I shall be ready and willing tv
support any Bill for the reclassification
of the lund of those constituents. The
Balvution Army at the Collie—and I may
gay I hold no brief for the Salvation
Army, but I am speaking from iny own
obgervation of what they are doing——are
endeavouring, in common with every other
industrial school, to meet w need which is
a crying one in this State, that being to
supply, in the first place, agricuttural
labourers, and, secondly, settlers with a
good knowledge of the conditions of the
State.

How.J. A. THomsoxn : They are teaching
boys from our own industrial school for
nothing.

Tes COLONIAYL SECRETARY: I
am quite aware they have them, and the
reason is because they are able Lo give
those boys greater facilities in the way of
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teaching them trades, in the way of |

teaching them agriculture, than can be
afforded at the industrial school.

Hox. J. A. Tuomson : Other farmers
. would be glad to have them.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY:
They are giving to oot only boys, hut
girls also, tuition which is calculated to
make them more likely to turn out good
citizens than would the tuition which
they would get at the hands of the
ordinary farmer; and in saying this I

Land Biil.

Howx. C. E. DEMPSTER (East): I
am very sorry that the Salvation Army
did not select & more desirable spot than
they chose. I wish they had gone some-
where in the neighbourhood of York,

. where they would have had some returun.

am not casting any veflection whatever

upon the farmer.

Again, there isanother -

thing which has Leen brought to my -

notice lately, that being that they are
going to extend the Collie branch of the

work, by which they must be distinguished

in this State, by having a branch of their
prison gate brigade work. Apart from a
religious body which has started within
the last few months, the Salvation Army
is the only denominational body in the
State which.carries out this work, a work
which is one of the most admirable T
think that can be taken in hand by any
body, religious or otherwise. 1 would
like to point out to the House that in
speaking T am not referring so much to
the religious aspect of their work as the
. social aspect of it. I maintain that they
ars initiating works which will have the
effect of converting into good, reputable
and creditable citizens of this State boys
and girls who might otherwise bave be-
come the derelicts of society. While
they are doing that I am willing for my
own part to go notonly a little but a good
deal out of the ordinary way to help
them. T think the Balvation Army de-
serve every credit for the work they are
doing. I most certaioly cannot associate
with them that idea of self-interest which
several members think exists. I do not
think that for one moment. I most
certainly must acquit those representa-
tives of the Salvation Army here, and [
do not think that the idea exists in the
minds of the heads of the Salvation
Army, but as I have already stated, when
I find an institution doing what I amn
satistied is a good educationul and re-
forming work for the benefit of the State
and not for its own benefit, then T awe
very willing indeed to give that institu-
tion my hearty support in any measure
which will conduce to its welfare.

I think we all admit that the Salvation
Army have done a great deal of work in
the colonies, and set a good example in
very many respects. I do not think the
State will lose anything by making this
eoncession to them. There is not the
slightest doubt they have been woefully
deceived in the pature of the country
they took up. We are all aware how
hard it is for a stranger coming here to
know what are the capabilities of the
country. -Many years ago nunmerous
settlers came from South Australia and
thought they could raise stock success.
fully on certain land; but what was the
result? They lost nearly the whole of
the stock they put there, and they learned
to believe that this kind of country was
perfectly useless for stock-keeping. I
cannot see thut the State would lose much
by granting the Salvation Army the con-
cession they ask for, and I shall certainly
support the Bill.

Hon. E. McLARTY (South-West): T
have great pleasure in supporting the
second reading. T am pretty well
acquainted with the class of country the
Salvation Army have. T do not know
that T have bLeen over the particular
country, but I know exactly the class of
land, and I am at a loss to know how
any man with any knowledge of land
could class any of it as first-class. I
should say some of it is a very poor
seccond, and the remainder a very poor
third-class. I fail to see what the State
has to lose by granting this concession.
At all events it would be so small that
the State would be compensated a
bundred fold by pranting the concession.
I kpow the good work the Salvation
Army have been doing at the Collie.
They have been taking children from the

' streets, and bringing them up to become
© nzeful members of society. If I had the

power T would not only go so fur as to
reclassify the land, but I would abso-
Jutey give them the land for the good
work they are carrying out. I have
always been under the impression since
the Salvation Army first applied for the

. land at the Collie that the Government
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at that time at all events did not take a
proper view of the question.
ernment in every way seemed to hamper
the Army, and I feel sure that for the
good work the Army are doing with the
rising generation they are deserving of
all the encouragement they can possibly
get. I certainlv do not agree with what
bas fallen from Mr. Thomson that this is
a speculation on their part, and that they
are working for their own good. I think
it would be very bad buginess people who
would select. 20,000 acres in that wretched
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' transfer from Subiaco some of the boys

The Gov-

ironstone country and expect to make a

profit. The country is as poor as it can
be. Glancing at the report of the select
committee I see that
stock raising is that whereas they started
with 4,000 sheep they have only 500 at
the present time. That is a very poor
record, but it does not surprise me in the
least, because I know from the state of
the country the Salvation Army setiled
upon it is iinpossible for that land to
carry stock ail the yvear ronnd. It is a

poor class country of very little use for |

cultivation, and of very little use for
stock raising. I have great pleasure in
supporting the second reading.

Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
I am exceedingly plensed at bearing
members like Mr. Clarke, Mr. McLarty,
and Mr, Dempster speak favourably of
this motion, and I most heartily endorse

who were in the institution there, and I
did that exactly on the ground the
Colonial Secretary has stated, Decause
they would receive a better training to
fit them for the work and service of this
country than they could possibly receive
at the Government institution. We had
no opportunity at Subiaco of teaching
them useful trades beyond a little shoe-
making or cobbling, and perbaps a little
tailoring, and washing for the girls;
but the Salvation Army seemed to have
arrived at the secret of training young

. people, and T believe they are doing it by

e result of the .

all that has fallen from the Colonial .

Secretary. I am prepared to say that
the evidence given by the Hon. G.
Throssell is, I think, 1n most respects
absolutely true, und that the Salva-
tion Army were most ungenerously
treated. I say that, although I was
a member of the Government at the
time, or I became a member socon
after the personal negotiations, and I
know that Mr. Throssell was desirous of
dealing more liberally with them. I
agree with what Mr. McLarty has said,
that if the Government had given them
the land, that would bave been a right
and proper thing to do, considering the
amount of good work the Army intended
to carry out for the benefit of this
country. I, also, as far as I could,
assisted Mr. Throssell in his efforts to
gecure better terms, and I made a promise
when Mr. Booth, son of General Booth,
came over here in the first natance, that
as soon as they were ready we would

the two principles of firmness and love.
They turn outa large proportion of useful
citizens. T am sorry to say they have
made such a poor bargain, but I antici-
pated it at the time. I knew some of the
land at the Collie, and I expected there
wasg not moch difference hetween what I
saw and what they took up, and T was
afraid they had not got the best position
in which to establish this colony for their
own profit. I de not think we need
have the slightest suspicion that the land
being invested in any one individual will
operate to the enrichment of that indi-
vidual. I think it will be for the benefit
of the work the Salvation Army have
undertaken, which in its social aspect ut
any rate is a noble work., I only hope

‘that they will zo on in the same lines and

be aids to other denominations and to the
State generally. Wherever they go I
think the same conditions prevail, and
they are doing a mest useful work in
training up the young people to a know-
ledge of discipline and prudence, and so
fitting them to be useful mewbers of
society. This measure has my most hearty
concurrence, and although public institu-
tions, especially Governments, are sup-
posed to have no soul or heart, I am
pleased to see the Goveroment in this case
at any rate have realised that a hard
bargain was driven with these people.

"Indeed I was going to say they were

deceived, but so far they have oot got any
generous treatment from the Governments
of the day. At least they should receive
some consideration, and this is the least
that could possibly be granted to them.
I hope this Bill will be carried through
with an immense majority.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Power to exchange lands :

Hox. B. O. O'BRIEN: Would the
hon. member in charge of the Bill inform
the House if the 2,000 acres proposed to
be given in exchange was adjacent to the
other property ¥

Hon. C. SOMMERS: It was about
16 miles away. It was desived to simply
give this land in exchauge so that there
counld be u change for the stock. Stock
kept in one particular part of the country
all the time were inclined to get rickets,
especially in the South-West. The land
had of course to be approved by the
Government inspector.

Clause passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendnent, and
the report adopted.

VICTORIA PARK RATES VALIDATION
BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tee COLONIALL SECRETARY
(Hon. Walter Kingsmill), in moving
the second reading, said : This Bill is
one of those that have come before Par-
liament oo several occasions. Tt is

brought in to validate the striking of

certain municipal and health ruates of
which the validity is in question. Some
little time ago at Victoria Park there was
a little difficulty about the mayoralty, and
the rate was struck while the matter was
sub judice. It is not decided that the
rates struck were absolutely invalid, but
in order that any doubt may be removed,
and in order that the Council may be
placed in a proper position and have
proper legality given to their actions, this
little Bill has been introduced. I do not
think members can find any objection to
it. It is purely owing to unfortunate

circumstances that the npecessity for the |

Rill arises.
reading.
Question passed.
Bill read a second time.

I therefore move the second

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendent, and
the report adopted.

[COUNCIL.)
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Bills.

UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT BILL.
ASSBEMBLY'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of six amendments made by
the Assembly now counsidered, in Cowm-
mittee.

Amenduents 1 to 4—agreed to.

No. 5—Clause 10, strike out the word
‘l‘ two” in line 2, and insert “four” in
ieu :

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY moaved
that the amendment be ugreed to. This
alteration had reference to the number
requisite for a quoram of the board.
Formerly it was considered that the board
should consist of not less than three or
more than five members, but now the
number was fixed at seven; therefore the
quorum was ultered from two to four,
which was a better percentapge.

Question passed, and the awendment
agreed. to.

No. 6 (new clause)—agreed to.

Eesolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

FERTILISERES AND FEEDING STUFFS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

ASSEMBLY'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of 13 amendments made by
the Legislative Assembly now considered,
in Committee,

No. 1—Clause 1, strike out the word
“ Janoary,” in line 2, and insert ¢ July”
in lieu :

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY:
These amendwnents were the result of
investigations by a select committee, und
he himself would like the amendments to
be passed in lofo. The select committee
consisted of gentlemen in another place
who had =special experience in this
particular line, and he thought members
would admit that the Bill was an intensely
technical one. The object of the amend-
wents was to reader it harder for
imperfectly prepared or adulterated
fertilisers or feeding stuffs to be sold
to the agriculturists, and as a matter of
fact the Bill was brought more into line
with the measures which existed in other
States and in England. He moved that
the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

Numbers 2 to 13—agreed to.

Resolutions adopted, and a message
returned to the Assembly.



Lunacy Bill:

LUNACY BILL.
ASSEMBLY'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of seven amendments made
by the Legislative Asgsembly now con-
sidered, in Committee.

No. 1—Clause 43, strike out the word
“fifty,”” in line 1, and insert ‘twenty-
five” in lien:

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the amendment be agreed to.
The amendment effected an alteration in
the number of patients which might be
kept in a licensed house without there
being a resident medical practitioner. A
licensed house for the purposes of this
Bill was & house which had been pro-
claimed by the Governor, after carefnl
examination by the authorities, as a fit
and proper place in which the insane
might be confined. The original clauze
was taken from the Act of New South
Wales, which State had perhaps the most
modern method of dealing with the
ingane, and we proposed to be still more
cautious by reducing the number from 50
to 25. There were three or four licensed
houses, he thought, in New South Wales,
but he did not believe that any of them
bad the full number of patients. In the
case of a lower number than 25, medical
officers would have to visit at certain
intervals according to the number of
patients.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

Amendments 2, 3, 4—a.greed to.

No. 5—Clause 161 strike out the
words “the Cowmissioner of Public
Health or” :

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the amendment be agreed to.
He had, in explaining this amendment,
to give away a Cabinet seeret. This Bill
was prepared contemporaneously with
- the Health Bill, which was not proceeded
with, because it was thought we had
enough legislation of a large kind on the
Notice Paper for the session. In that
Health Bill reference wus made to a

commissioner of public health, bat the -

Health Bill not having been proceeded
with, those words had no meaning.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed ‘to.

No. 6 (new clause)—agreed to.

No. 7.—Add new clsuses Part IV. (as
in Notice Paper, providing for the
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Amendments.

detention and treatment of habitual
drunkards) :

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that these new clauses be agreed
to. The provisions contained in these
clauses were in Lhe New Zealand Act, and
related to accommodation at bospitals for
the insane being provided for babitual
drunkards. In other States these places
were kept separaie, and were generally
koown us inebriate retreats. In New
Zealand it had been found advantageous
both from a financial and an administra-
tive point of view to place these people
under the same roof, and altbiough he
did not know that we should be able to
immediately act upon the clauses, still he
thought they might certainly afford us a
means of doing good, and at all events
they did not interfere in any way with
the provisions of the Bill,

(Juestion passed, and the new clauses
agreed to.

Resolutions adopted, and a message
returned to the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9 o’clock, until
the next day.

Legislatibe Fssembly,
Wednesday, 9th Dscember, 1903.

A0E

Bills: Agriculturnl Lands Purchase Act Amo’nd

ment, in Committes, repo 2602
Tramwoys Act Amend.ment. third rend.mg 2602
Collie-Narrogin Roilway, second reading, -

debate resumed, amendment (six mont.hs)

negatived, Select Committee negatived .. 2602

Private Bill ; Fremantle Tramways, third reudmg 2602

Tes SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 o’clock, p.m.

PravERs,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Tenth Progress
Report of Royal Commission on the
Public Service.



